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Pensioners’ Newsletter – December 2025

News from the South 

Another year has passed and as usual the cry of 

“where did it go” echoes around the place. Well as 

far as the VPA is concerned some time was spent 

on the various trips that were offered to our 

members. Thankfully they were very well supported 

and credit for this goes to Sylvia, who unfortunately 

passed during the year, and Dave who has taken 

over the responsibility and is ably supported by his 

wife Jane. Elsewhere in this newsletter you will see 

the trips for 2026. These trips are, along with the 

golf days, the major activities that we undertake 

nowadays so it is vital that they are supported. 

There is also an article this time concerning a Luton 

Council backed initiative concerning the relation-

ship between Vauxhall Motors and the town of 

Luton. If you can please contact Toni to offer her 

your thoughts on your time with Vauxhall.  

All that remains is to wish you all, on behalf of the 

VPA Committee, a Merry Christmas and the 

happiest of New Years. 

Norman McGregor 

 

News from the North 

Hi Folks, 

Well now I really feel that Christmas is just around 

the corner, I only hope that you are more prepared 

than I am, seeing all the Christmas trees in the 

shops is making me realise I had better get a move 

on. 

I am afraid not a lot has happened with us since I 

last wrote, the last two afternoon socials we had had 

very good entertainment but sadly both were very 

poorly attended, I hope the people who were there 

enjoyed the singers. In November we had a snack 

lunch as there is no social in December. 

We had a surprise last minute trip last Saturday to 

Bury market (and Wetherspoons).  I had been 

before but not seen the famous meat and fish 

market; the array of fish was a feast for the eyes, 

fish I had never seen and some I had never heard of. 

Most people visited Wetherspoons at least once and 

some (me included) twice. All in all, a good day, 

lunch time drink and social chit chat. Some of the 

group visited the transport museum. 

By the time you read this 37 of us will be away 

enjoying, I hope, a festive break in Bournemouth, 

don’t forget to pack your bathers if you want a 

swim. 

I know this was a short one but there was little to 

report. So, until next time I hope you have a good 

Christmas. and a peaceful new year. 

So, cheerio for now. 

Dave Williams 

 

Vauxhall Heritage Centre 

Some of you may remember and visited the 

Vauxhall Heritage Centre once located in the 

employee car park off Park Street. The Centre 

would open its doors annually during June to 

coincide with the Luton Festival of Transport, 

where family members were able took part in the 

facilities offered.   

The Heritage Centre was created during the 1940s 

and collected cars built between 1903 to 2006 and 

regularly two vehicles were selected to take part in 

the London to Brighton Veteran Car Run. 

It was confirmed at the end of 2020, with the 

imminent sale of the Luton site, the Collection 

would be temporarily housed at the Ellesmere Port 

plant and in August 2021 it was announced that the 

heritage collection would be moved to the British 

Motor Museum in Gaydon.  

The collection, which now totals 50 cars and vans, 

charts the incredible story of Vauxhall Motors rise 

from a niche sporting car manufacturer to one of the 

UK's best-known automotive brands. It demon-

strates the heritage of Britain's oldest vehicle 

manufacturer through each decade, starting with the 

first 5hp four-seater in 1903. Over 30 vehicles are 

now on display for visitors to enjoy as part of their 

visit. 

The following cars can be viewed on the 

Mezzanine, whilst others are incorporated within 

the main Museum displays.  

 

1904 6hp Light Car  

1905 7/9hp  

1909 B-type 16hp Semi-Racer  

1926 OE-type 30-98  

1930 T-type 20-60 Golfers Coupe  

1949 L-type Wyvern  

1959 PA Velox  

1961 F-type Victor  

1964 FB Victor Estate  

1965 Cresta PB 

1968 Bedford CA van  

1970 PC Viscount  
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1970 HB Viva GT  

1975 Firenza HPF ‘Droop Snoot'  

1979 Chevette HS2300  

1980 Cavalier Mk. 1 2000 GLS  

1984 Astra Mk.1 GTE  

1991 Lotus Carlton  

1996 Frontera World Challenge Car  

1997 Calibra SE9 2.5 V6 24v  

2000 Astra 888 Coupe 

2004 VXR 220  

2011 Ampera  

2017 VXR8 GTS-R   

 

 
 

Sylvia Gray 

 

What is Luton Made: Vauxhall? 

“Luton Made: Vauxhall is a heritage project 

funded by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, 

celebrating the history of Vauxhall, the car 

manufacturer, here in Luton. 

In May 2026, the project will culminate in an 

exhibition at Stockwood Discovery Centre. 

Through a mix of oral histories, archival material, 

and personal objects, the exhibition will bring to life 

the everyday experiences of Vauxhall Motors 

workers told by the voices of those who lived it; 

from the factory floor to the design studio, from 

those who travelled here to be part of the journey to 

the families who watched generation after 

generation contribute to its legacy. Our aim is to 

celebrate Vauxhall’s impact, not just on Luton, but 

on the wider community and beyond. 

How to get involved: 

Did you work at Vauxhall Motors? Help us tell the 

story, by taking part in an interview with our team 

sharing your story and experiences. 

Send an email to Lutonmade@luton.gov.uk or call 

us on 07731 802286 telling us a bit about your role 

at Vauxhall and how long you were there. We will 

contact you to arrange recording your story. Or if 

you are uncomfortable doing an interview, you can 

write down your memories and email them to us 

instead. 

Do you have any photos that show what life was 

like working at Vauxhall or any other objects from 

your time there (ID cards, objects, letters etc.) If so, 

we’d love to see them. Simply send an email to 

Lutonmade@luton.gov.uk 

Every memory and person is part of Vauxhall’s 120 

year journey, and your contribution, no matter how 

big or small, is helpful to us. 

Volunteer: 

Interested in the project? Volunteer your time to 

help with collecting stories, recording interviews, 

researching, archiving and supporting our 

exhibition content. Send us an email with the 

subject title ‘Volunteering - NAME’ to 

Lutonmade@luton.gov.uk or call us on 07731 

802286. 

 

VPA Facebook 

We can confirm the Facebook page was 10 years in 

being in November. It is a testament to the efforts 

made by Bill Saul that it has been as successful as it 

has been - so congratulations and thanks to him. 

 

Remembrance Service - November 9  

As usual the VPA organised the Service which this 

year was held on November 9 at the Memorial in 

Kimpton Road at 8:30 am. It is held this early as 

David Alexander, who officiates, has other duties to 

perform at 11 am, as does Martin the bugler. 

Nevertheless, an attendance of 21 VPA members 

was pleasing given the stark weather conditions. 

Wreaths were laid by Peter Durham and John 

McIntyre (for Vauxhall) and Nigel Smith (for the 

VPA). After the service Strawberry Star, who own 

the surrounding buildings and land, kindly provided 

refreshments. Strawberry Star also maintain the 

condition of the Memorial, and we thank them for 

keeping it in pristine condition. 

 

 
 

Thursday, October 16 – Millbrook Garden 

Centre 

A virtually full coach of budding Percy Throwers 

arrived at the destination after a relatively 

shortish journey. The garden centre is located at 

Gravesend in Kent and offers a good variety of 

plants and shrubs along with the obligatory 

Christmas choices. The restaurant was very good 

with a varied selection of foods.  
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Judging by the goods put on the coach for the 

journey home I would guess that the centre profited 

from the use of GM pensions! All in all, a good day 

was had by all and thanks to Dave for organising 

and Andy for driving.  

 

 
 

Monday-Friday, November 3-7 – Warner Hotel 

34 VPA members set off from the Luton Bowls 

Club for a 4 Night Break at Warners Studley Castle, 

stopping off at Coventry on the way. The lively 

entertainment consisting of Tamla Motown and 

Soul. 

Coach trips were also arranged to Warwick and to 

Worcester where members were able to take the 

opportunity to visit the cathedral and the Museum 

of Royal Worcester. Those not wishing to leave the 

hotel had the opportunity to partake in the facilities 

including archery, rifle shooting, axe throwing, or 

just relaxing in the spa. A big thank you to Dave 

and Jane for organising the trip. 

 

George and Lynda taking part in axe throwing 

Thursday, November 27 – Brick Lane Christmas 

Show 

For the last trip of the year 55 VPA members took 

the coach to the Brick Lane Music Hall.   

Following a three-course meal the group were 

entertained by a comedic compare, along with cast 

members giving renditions of songs from musicals 

and popular Christmas tunes, old and new. Also, the 

violinist, Victoria Yellop, encouraged everyone to 

joint in Scottish jigs. 

To finish off the day we viewed the Christmas 

lights of Oxford Street and the “Spirit of Angels” on 

Regent Street, and some of the larger stores – 

Selfridges (Disney-themed) and Fortnum & Mason 

(themed as a giant Advent calendar).  

 

 
 

A very enjoyable day had by all, and a fitting end to 

the final trip of the year. 

 

December Quiz 

The theme this issue is, by way of surprise, 

Christmas. 

1. If born on Christmas Day what would your sign 

of the Zodiac be? 

2. What colour are mistletoe berries? 

3. In which year was the first Christmas card sent - 

1743, 1843 or 1943? 

4. What ocean is Christmas Island in? 

5 Which of Santa's reindeer has the same name as 

the god of love? 

6. How do you say Merry Christmas in Spanish? 

7. What is the period leading up to Christmas 

called? 

8. Which angel visited Mary? 

9. December 26 celebrates which saints’ day? 

10. What is the Christian name of Scrooge? 

11. Which plant is usually associated with 

Christmas? 

12. What is the shortest day of the year called? 

13. What did Santa have in his sack when he got 

stuck up the chimney? 

14. Which noted scientist was born on Christmas 

day 1642? 

15 In which country did egg nog originate? 

16. Which tin of chocolates contains the green 

triangle? 

17. The Japanese traditionally eat which takeaway 

food at Christmas? 

18. what is the name for a male turkey ? 

19. What is the "buche de Noel " known as in 

English? 

20. What are pigs in blanket called in Scotland? 

Enjoy the quiz and as usual answers will be shown 

in the next newsletter 

 

October Quiz answers 

1. Henry Cooper 2. Jesus wept 

3. Serene 4. Tom Finney 

5. Jules Verne 6. Houston 

7. Abacus 8. Gregor Fisher 

9. September & October 10. Snooker 
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11. Nitrogen 12. Dads’ Army 

13. Dennis Potter 14. Queen Victoria 

15. Spain 16. 1/16th 

17. 11 18. Cheating 

19. Panda 20. 1st 

 

Upcoming Events in the South 
 

The VPA Golf events for 2026 

On a “Swing and a Prayer” the VPA are organising 

three Golf Days next year and the details are: 

Thursday, May 14 - Texas Scramble at Abbey Hill 

Golf Complex in Milton Keynes 

Thursday, June 25 – Singles Championship at 

Harpenden Common Golf Club 

Tuesday, September 15 - Aylesbury Vale Golf 

Club 

All registered players will be sent entry forms by 

email, and should any other VPA Club golfer wish 

to join in these events the contact is Mike Roberts – 

mikerobertsverulam@msn.com 

 

Revised rules for Booking Trips in 2026 

Confirmed bookings must be made in writing to 

Dave Linney, 78 Kingsway, Dunstable, Beds. 

LU5 4HE, or by email to d.linney@btinternet.com, 

contact Dave on  01582 665061 if you have any 

queries.  Deposits will not be required for day trips. 

Payment is required one calendar month before the 

event date. When a meal is included in the trip 

price, any special dietary requirements must be 

declared at the time of booking.  In the event of a 

late cancellation of a booking you will be required 

to pay for the coach fare and any event ticket that 

we are unable to resell. 

Our trip prices do not include insurance. For your 

own peace of mind please make your own 

arrangements.  Parking for ALL trips is now at the 

Co-op Sports and Social Club, Stockingstone Road, 

Luton, LU2 7NF.   

Following are our planned 2026 trips.  

 
VPA Trips 2025 

Friday, December 12 – Christmas Party at The 

Pavilion, Bowling Green Lane, Luton. Three course 

meal. 

£35.00 members/£35.00 non-members. 

 

VPA Trips 2026 

Thursday, March 12 – Matinee Performance of 

Disney’s Hercules, with a pre-show carvery lunch. 

£63.00 members/£66.00 non-members 

Thursday, March 26 – Little Venice canal cruise 

combined with visit to Camden Market. 

£28.00 members/£30.00 non-members 

Thursday, April 16 – Mystery Tour, including 

lunch. 

£20.00 members/£22.00 non-members 

Thursday, May 14 – McArthur Glen Shopping 

Outlet in Swindon and/or GWR Railway Museum 

(on same site). 

£12.00 members/£15.00 non-members 

Thursday, June 4 – Seaside visit to Wells-next-to-

sea (coach only). 

£21.00 members/£24.00 non-members 

Friday, June 19 – Blenheim Palace Flower Show.   

£38.00 members/£41.00 non-members 

Thursday, July 16 – Portsmouth visit (coach only). 

£15.00 members/£17.00 non-members 

Thursday, August 6 – Buckingham Palace tour, 

preceded by carvery lunch. 

£50.00 members/£53.00 non-members 

Wednesday, September 9 – Chiltern Valley Wine 

& Brewery tour with tasting, including leisure time 

in the morning. 

£33.00 members/£36.00 non-members 

Tuesday, September 22 – Afternoon of Greyhound 

Racing at Romford, includes three course lunch. 

£31.00 members/£34.00 non-members 

Friday, October 9 – Brick Lane Music Hall, 

variety show including afternoon tea. 

£50.00 members/£53.00 non-members 

Monday to Friday, November 16-20 – 4-night 

stay at Studley Castle (Warner Hotel). £50 pp 

deposit when booking.  

£360.00 members/£370.00 non-members 

Thursday, December 3 – Tour of the Lights and 

Sights of London, including Fish and Chip lunch. 

£30.00 members/£33.00 non-members 

Friday, December 11 – Christmas Party. 

£35.00 members/£35.00 non-members 

 
Upcoming Events in the North 

If you have not booked for Bridlington in April and 

wish to go there are still a few rooms left, but sadly 

no single ones. 

We will be having our Christmas lunch at the 

Cheshire View, please arrive at 12 noon for a 1pm 

meal. 

Dave Williams 

 

In Memoriam  

Angell, Kenneth Norman Roy, Vauxhall 

Died 22.8.25, Aged 87, Retired 1999 

Baker, Stanley, Vauxhall 

Died 6.10.25, Aged 75, Retired 2006 

Boult, Barry Ralph, Vauxhall 

Died 18.10.25, Aged 86, Retired 2002 

Brown, Brian John, Vauxhall 

Died 20.10.25, Aged 82, Retired 2004 

Castle, Terry, Vauxhall 

Died 4.5.25, Aged 66, Retired 2013 

Cato, Michael D, Vauxhall 

Died 12.10.25, Aged 74, Retired 2002 

mailto:d.linney@btinternet.com
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Chapman, Gary Paul, Vauxhall 

Died 13.10.25, Aged 68, Retired 2012 

Chaudry, Aftab Ahmed, Vauxhall 

Died 26.10.25, Aged 69, Retired 2020 

Collier, Rose Ann, Vauxhall 

Died 12.7.25, Aged 88, Retired 1995 

Cooper, Arthur, Vauxhall 

Died 1.11.26, Aged 98, Retired 1992 

Cooper, Ross Ernest, Millbrook 

Died 22.9.25, Aged 96, Retired 1993 

Davis, Peter, Millbrook 

Died 16.9.25, Aged 79, Retired 2005 

Desousa, Roque, IBC 

Died 29.10.25, Aged 70, Retired 2013 

Duffy, Thomas, Vauxhall 

Died 25.10.25, Aged 89, Retired 1999 

Eastwell, David, IBC 

Died 31.8.25, Aged 67, Retired 2017 

Eddleman, Roger Neil, IBC 

Died 6.11.25, Aged 84, Retired 2005 

Friday, Derek, Vauxhall 

Died 16.10.25, Aged 84, Retired 1992 

Grice, Norbert Godfried, Vauxhall 

Died 23.7.25, Aged 77, Retired 2004 

Grimshaw, Ivor, Vauxhall 

Died 6.10.25, Aged 85, Retired 2001 

Hancock, Brian Robert, Vauxhall 

Died 7.10.25, Aged 88, Retired 1998 

Hickson, Peter, Vauxhall 

Died 13.10.25, Aged 93, Retired 1989 

Hodge, Chris, Millbrook 

Died 16.11.25, Aged 80, Retired 2010 

Hughes, James Arthur, Vauxhall 

Died 2.11.25, Aged 78, Retired 2001 

Hughes, Tudor Morris, Vauxhall 

Died 22.9.25, Aged 87, Retired 1998 

Jones, Kenneth, Vauxhall 

Died 23.9.25, Aged 90, Retired 2000 

Jones, Robert Dillingham, IBC 

Died 20.10.25, Aged 87, Retired 1994 

Kiddy, Peter, Millbrook 

Died 17.10.25, Aged 82, Retired 2003 

Lewis, Peter Austin, Vauxhall 

Died 21.9.25, Aged 90, Retired 2000 

Linsdell, John C, Vauxhall 

Died 1.10.25, Aged 83, Retired 1996 

Millett, Wilma, Vauxhall 

Died 24.9.25, Aged 91, Retired 1988 

Murphy, Frederick, Vauxhall 

Died 26.9.25, Aged 88, Retired 2001 

Mutton, Derrick William, Vauxhall 

Died 14.11.25, Aged 92, Retired 1992 

Nicholson, John Howard, Vauxhall 

Died 10.9.25, Aged 73, Retired 2014 

Norbal, Simon, Vauxhall 

Died 13.9.25, Aged 92, Retired 1992 

Pedley, John G, Vauxhall 

Died 19.10.25, Aged 81, Retired 2001 

Penny, Alan Williams, Vauxhall 

Died 28.9.25, Aged 71, Retired 2016 

Perry, Michael John, Vauxhall 

Died 20.10.25, Aged 82, Retired 1988 

Peters, Francis, Vauxhall 

Died 14.11.25, Aged 71, Retired 1994 

Prospere, Wendy Ann, Vauxhall 

Died 17.9.25, Aged 82, Retired 1998 

Qureshi, Fayyaz Ahmad, Vauxhall 

Died 30.7.25, Aged 76, Retired 2000 

Robertson, Fergus Harvey, Vauxhall 

Died 15.9.25, Aged 87, Retired 2000 

Rogers, Barry, Vauxhall 

Died 17.11.25, Aged 89, Retired 1994 

Rozylo, Bogumila, Vauxhall 

Died 13.9.25, Aged 77, Retired 2002 

Ryder, Kevin Paul, Vauxhall 

Died 27.6.25, Aged 80, Retired 2010 

Scipio, David, Vauxhall 

Died 8.9.25, Aged 67, Retired 2014 

Sharpe, Norman, Vauxhall 

Died 4.10.25, Aged 92, Retired 1992 

Smith, Charles, Vauxhall 

Died 13.10.25, Aged 98, Retired 1992 

Sparkes, Anthony Winston, Vauxhall 

Died 28.10.25, Aged 79, Retired 2006 

Stock, Dennis Aubry, Vauxhall 

Died 27.9.25, Aged 90, Retired 2000 

Sylvester, John, IBC 

Died 17.8.25, Aged 70, Retired 2017 

Thompson, Peter George, Vauxhall 

Died 3.10.25, Aged 75, Retired 2006 

Thompson, Micheal Geoffrey, Vauxhall 

Died 12.9.25, Aged 89, Retired 1992 

Watt, Robert Joseph, IBC 

Died 26.9.25, Aged 87, Retired 1994 

West, Edward, Vauxhall 

Died 2.11.25, Aged 93, Retired 1989 

Wilkie, Julia Christine, Millbrook 

Died 26.9.25, Aged 70, Retired 2019 

Wright, Kenneth James, Vauxhall 

Died 28.10.25, Aged 76, Retired 2003 

 

 

Contact Information 
VPA South 

Dave Linney  01582 665061 

Email: d.linney@btinternet.com 

(includes trip bookings) 

VPA North 

Dave Williams  0151 608 8701 

VPA Website – Southern/Northern Plants 

https://www.vauxhallpensioners.org 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/groups/VauxhallPensionersAss

ociation 

 

Pensions Enquiries 

Aviva: 

Defined Benefit Solutions 

PO Box 3331 

Norwich NR1 3WH 

Telephone:  0800 1584 194 

Email:  bpainc@aviva.com 

 

mailto:d.linney@btinternet.com
https://www.vauxhallpensioners.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/VauxhallPensionersAssociation
http://www.facebook.com/groups/VauxhallPensionersAssociation
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Rothesay Life: 

Rothesay Life 

PO Box 545 

Redhill 

Surrey  RH1 1YX 

Telephone:  0800 916 8090 

Email:  pensions.helpline@rothesaypolicy.com 

Aon: 

General Motors (VML) Pension Plan 

Aon, PO Box 196, Huddersfield, HD8 1EG 

Tele: 0330 808 5226 

Email:  gmpensions@aon.com 

 
Employee Fleet 

0151 350 3250 

Email: employeefleet@stellantis.com 

 

Welfare Fund  

07460 171565 

Email: vauxhallwelfare@vwcharity.com 

Website: www.vauxhallwelfarefund.org 
 
If you have a story you would like to tell, then 

please get in touch with Norman McGregor 

Email: normanmcgregor3@gmail.com 
 
The views expressed in this Newsletter are not 

necessarily those of the Company.  

 

mailto:gmpensions@aon.com
mailto:employeefleet@stellantis.com
http://www.vauxhallwelfarefund.org/
mailto:normanmcgregor3@gmail.com

